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Squirrel gayS, 


Hello Friends, 
here’s how to make sure 
you don't miss any copies 
of Farthing Wood Friends! - 


GETTING YOUR COPIES 
Please ask a grown up either to place a regular 
order with a newsagent, or take out a subscription. 


HOW TO TAKE OUT A SUBSCRIPTION 

(For readers in UK and Republic of Ireland only) 

We'll deliver Farthing Wood Friends to your door every 
week AT NO EXTRA COST. 


Simply write to: Farthing Wood Friends Subscriptions, 
PO Box 1, Hastings, East Sussex TN35 4TJ or 

telephone 0424 755755. 

You may order as many copies as you like but we suggest a 
minimum of 12 parts. Please include payment with your order and 
be sure to state the part number of the first copy you want. You 
can pay by cheque, postal order or credit card. 


If you haven't got 0 
all your copies of 
Farthing Wood Friends 


Videos are available with parts 1, 
5 and every fourth part after that. Each 
part with a video costs £5.95 (£2.95 for part 1). 
Whether you’re getting your copies from 
your newsagent or having them sent direct to 

your home, please be sure to state whether you want 

video or non-video versions of these parts when ordering. 
You can calculate the amount to pay for your subscription by 
multiplying the cover price by the number of parts required: for 
example 12 parts without the video x £1.20 will cost £14.40, or 12 
parts with the video (3 video parts at £5.95 and 9 non-video parts 
at £1.20) will cost £28.65. You can also order back numbers from 
the above address. Postage and packing are free. 


OVERSEAS 

Subscriptions are available in Australia. Either telephone (03) 872 
4000 or write to: Farthing Wood Friends, MC Box 460, Eastern Mail 
Centre VIC 3110 enclosing a cheque/money order for the cover 
price x the number of parts you wish to subscribe to (minimum 12 
parts, $47.40 without videos or $74.40 with videos every fourth part). 


KEEPING YOUR COPIES TIDY 

You can get a Tidy Box to keep your copies in. Each box holds 26 
copies and costs £5.95. Just ask a grown up to write to the 
address below stating the number of Tidy Boxes you want and 
enclosing the payment. Postage and packing are free. 


HOW TO PAY 
You can pay by cheque, postal order or credit card. Cheques or 
postal orders should be payable to Woodgate (Eaglemoss) Ltd. If 
paying by credit card, be sure to state the cardholder’s name, 
type of card (Access or Visa), card number and expiry date. You 
can phone your order on 0424 755755. 
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The animals were pleased to be together 
again. Mole was crying he was so happy. “If 
your tears weren’t so salty we need never be 
thirsty again,” said Fox. 


Adder slid out. “I wasss only sssaving my 
own ssskin,” she hissed. “Next time you 
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Just then Kestrel called to them. “Kee, kee, 
Tve found water for you in a quarry nearby.” 
“That’s right, mateys,” cried Toad. “It has a 
wire fence round and we'll be really safe 
there. Follow me.” 


o 


After a while Toad started to tire. “Jump up,” 
said Fox, “like you did in the old days.” “I can 
take a turn carrying some of the smaller 
animals, too,” offered Vixen. 


“I can feel we’re getting near the quarry 
now,” said Toad, excitedly. “Hooray for 
Toady!” called Mole, bouncing up and down 
on Badger’s back. 


“Shall I tunnel underneath?” asked Mole. 
“What would we do without you Mole,” said 
Badger, as Mole began to shovel earth out of 
a hole furiously. 


Most of the earth fell on Mr Rabbit 
who just stood there. “Don’t panic, but my 
husband’s being buried,” cried Mrs Rabbit. 


But when they got to the fence things didn’t 
look so good. Toad easily hopped through the 
holes in the wire and then turned round. “Oh 
no! I’d forgotten how big you all are,” he 
cried. 
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While Mole dug the tunnel, the smaller 
animals bounded through the fence and went 
down to the water’s edge for a drink. 


“We've had enough of panicking,” 
said Fox, ignoring her. 
Suddenly they heard a 
strange whistling sound 
and they all looked up. 


| 
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A large grey bird flashed past and landed at _Back at the hole all the animals had gone 
the side of the quarry. With a stab ofitslong through and Squirrel was about to follow. 
beak it caught a fish. “Fine hunting “Help, help. You’re not going to leave me 
technique,” admired Kestrel. “Needs oiling here,” whimpered a voice. 

if you ask me,” said Owl jealously. 


It was Mr Rabbit. “Perhaps you'll stop At the water’s edge the animals were 
complaining now,” said Squirrel, as she enjoying themselves. Owl and Kestrel were 
hauled him out. bathing their feathers and Toad and Mole 


were splashing around happily, eating worms. 


“Good evening,” said a voice. “May I introduce “Someone mistook me for a Pheasant and 

myself. ’m Whistler the Heron. “You are all took a pot-shot at me. Since then the wind 

welcome at my watering hole.” “How did you _— whistles through my wing as I fly,” he 

get your name?” asked Fox. replied. “Wouldn’t do for a hunter like me.” 
said Owl. 


All About... 
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66Hi! Wonderwoman Weasel here — witty, 
wily and wise. Why am | wise? Because when 
| spot something dangerous | dart out 
of sight, into long grass or a hole. I'm 
only about 21cm long. | have chestnut 
brown fur, a white belly, a pointed 
head, rounded ears, short legs and a 
short tail. Our males are a bit longer 
— about 25cm. 
LSet, s I'm very well designed for hunting 
pear ~— with my low, streamlined body and 
good sense of smell and hearing. I’m out and about 
mostly at night and | can survive almost anywhere 
there’s a good supply of rodents and cover 
for me to hide under. You'll find me 
in woods, on farms, in scrubland, even on 
windy moors, but not in lreland.99 


We run along the ground at high speed, 
keeping our bodies low and straight, or 
else we bound along, arching our backs as 
we go. Sometimes we swim too, especially 
if there’s a tempting frog nearby. 


Although we Weasels look quite like our cousins, 

the Stoats (below), there are some differences 

between us. Can you see any? Well, we’re smaller 

than Stoats, our tails are shorter with no black ti 

and our brown fur meets our white belly fur in a GIVING BIRTH 
uneven line. With the Stoats the dividing line is We have one or two litters of 
straighter. babies a year. The first litter is 


born in April or May and 
sometimes we have a second 
in July or August. We give birth 
to between three and eight 
babies and feed them with our 
milk until they are about four 
weeks old. Then we have to 
train them how to hunt for 
themselves. 

If conditions are good and 
there’s plenty to eat, we give 
birth to a second litter. The 
second litter often stays with 
us mothers through the winter. 
You might catch sight of us 


We Weasels haven’t taken up residence in 
Ireland or on many of the islands off Britain. 
The females have separate home ranges 
from the males and we only get together to 
mate once or twice a year. Once we have 
mated we make a nest out of diy leaves, 
grass or moss in a sheltered place, like ina 
hollow under a tree. 


All About... 


66We Weasels are skilled hunters. We 
use our keen senses to find our prey. 
We will even attack and kill animals 
larger than ourselves. 


Weasels usually attack small animals by 
biting into the back of the neck with 
their sharp teeth, and holding on until 
the animal is dead. 

Male Weasels, who kill creatures that >< 
are larger than themselves such as birds 
or Rabbits, will attack from the front. 
They aim their bites at the throat of the 
Rabbit or under the wings of the bird. ) 

They keep up their fierce attack until the : 4 Le ae 

creature is dead. After they have had a -— wre he 
good meal they store any leftovers in ey, b> 
or near the den. , 


Weasels can 
climb as well as 
bound along the ground. 
Occasionally you can spot a 
Weasel running along the top 
of a hedge or wall. It has 
probably clambered up to look 
for birds’ eggs. 


SO SLIM! : 
Weasels are so agile — they can _ aig 
squeeze under gates and into 9 
small tunnels — that people 
used to believe that they could 
fit through a wedding ring. 
Although this sounds unlikely, 
the skull of a female Weasel 
can fit through a wedding ring 
2cm in diameter. 


Weasels are so 
slim that they can 

squeeze into mouse 

holes and vole burrows. If a 
Weasel is chasing a mouse 
and it jumps into its hole, the 
\ Weasel can often follow it in, 
kill and eat it. Sometimes the 

Weasel is then too fat to get 

out again so it has to wait 

until its meal has digested 

. before it can emerge. 


Weasels, although inquisitive, are wary of 
people and will dart out of the way if a 
human approaches. After a while, though, 
they pop out of their hiding place to see 
what’s going on. Gamekeepers, who know 
about this behaviour, lie in wait for them. 


time to time 
they stop and 
stand up on their hind 
legs, peering about and 
sniffing the air to see if 


Weasels they can smell a small Weasels are so light that their 

bound along the mammal or bird. tracks are very difficult to pick out. 

ground, their backs But it you find a dead Rabbit that’s 
arched, in search of prey. been attacked and eaten into at 


the back of the neck, then it was 
probably killed by a Weasel 
or a Stoat. 


p They eat mainly mice and voles. 
f= Larger males can also tackle bigger 
animals such as young Rabbits. 
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is going on. 


66Barns are great places _. 
for me to explore with lots 
of interesting things to sni 
and investigate. | often poke 
around the place sticking my 
nose in among the bales of / 
hay and sacks of grain that the — 
farmer stores here. The barn is a fine place - 
for other animals, too. Sometimes | geta | 
shock when | flush out aratin the hay or 
startle a Wren nesting among the tools an 
machinery. 

Most of the animals and birds in the barn 
are looking for shelter or food. Some birds 
such as Pied wagtails are quite cheeky and. 
easy to spot as they look for insects near ~ 
the barn door. Other animals such as bats § » 
and Barn owls are just looking for some ; 
peace and quiet during the day, solhardly, 
ever see them until it gets dark. ‘ 

The Farm cat may be lurking in the 
shadows with an eye on the action - Brown 
rats gnawing their way into sacks of food, a 
grey House mouse or two and Collared 
doves pecking around for loose grains. 

Old barns with stone or brick walls and _ 
wooden beams are the best habitats for 
barn dwellers because they have more 
nooks and crannies for creatures to hide 
in. They also have dusty corners where bits 
of food can collect. Modern barns are 
cleaner and not quite as appealing to 
animals. However, because they still offer — 
shelter and food you’ll always find some 
wildlife around. 


Oe 


Farm dog’s challenge: This barn is 
crawling with Brown rats. How many can 
you find hidden in the hay.99 


While the cat is having a cat nap in the 
barn, the rats come out to have a look 
around. Apart from the big rat at the 
front of the picture there are five rats 
playing in the hay bales. 


f +> 

The Barn owl makes such a haunting 
shriek that some people think it brings 
bad luck - definitely bad luck for the 
mice, rats and voles which it hunts. 


Pipistrelle bats roost in small, 
sheltered spots often in the roof 
of a house or barn. They are not 
easy to find at rest but once the 
sun has gone down they 
come out to flit about 
the farmyard in 
search of 
Collared doves have a black mark on insects. 
the back of their necks which looks like 
. acollar, These smart birds may be 
spotted wherever there is grain around. 


Common wasps are those 
buzzing yellow and black 
nuisances that always turn up 
on a summer’s day to ruin the 
family picnic. Their nests look 
like crisp paper pots. 


The House mouse lives in all sorts 
of places including your house - as 
long as there is plenty to eat. This 
scaly-tailed rodent eats cereals and 
scraps of leftover food. 


Farm cat Many cats living on 
farms are feral - domestic 
animals that live like wild 
animals. Feral cats hunt for 
their own food and help to 
keep down the numbers of 
rats on farms. 


Brown rats live around 
farm buildings - | 
especially where food is 

stored. They are pests i 
because they gnaw at 

stored crops and make a 
mess which can spread | 
disease. 


The pied wagtail often nests around 
barns because there are loads of flies 
and insects to eat in the farmyard. 
As its name suggests, 
itis always wagging 
its tail up and down. 


The House sparrow is a 
small brown bird that’s 
seen everywhere. The male 
(shown right) has a grey 
crown and a black bib. The 
female is duller brown 
without the crown and bib 
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The Wren is one of Britain’s 
smallest birds, but it has such 
a loud and aggressive call it’s 
hard to miss. Look for the 
Wren’s cocked-up tail to 
identify it. 


ha. 


Discovering Nature 2. 


CORN DOLLY es 


In the past the farm workers would make corn dollies 
\4from the last sheaf of corn to be cut. It was taken home 
nd made into an offering to make sure there would be 
a good harvest next year. The straw was woven into 
dolls, animals, shells and flowers. Here is a simple one 
for you to try. You can use straw or Artstraws. 


You will need: 
Straw or Artstraws, fine string or strong thread, ribbon. 


SIMPLY 
STRAW 


Straw is the name given to the stalks of 
cereals like wheat. When farmers cut 
the wheat they separate the ears of 
wheat from the stalks. The straw is 
mainly used for bedding for the farm 
animals in the winter. Unlike dried grass 
stalks, which are called hay, most straw 
is not good to eat. Chopped straw is 
made into strawboard to 
build houses. 


Re Meshing DS OS SS 
Sawa en. LEO as) 
q Tie a bundle of straw or 


Q Divide one end into three 
bundles. Bend two bundles down 
for the back legs and tie each one 
at the end. Bend the third bundle 
up for the tail and plait it. 


3 Divide the other 
end into three bundles 
and bend two bundles 
down for the front legs. 
Tie each one at the end. 


Squirrel says 
Paint your Artstraws 
before you start by dipping 
a rag into the paint and 
wiping it along the straw. 
Leave to dry. f 


down for the head. 
Decorate your horse 
with ribbon. 
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MAKE A WHISTLE 


Cut one end of a straw into a 
point and flatten it. Put the 
pointed end into your mouth and 
blow gently. Does the length of 
the straw make a difference? 
Start with it long and gradually 
shorten it. Does the sound 
change? 


i fo - ; ; fetes Pree 


BLOW PAINTIN BLOW FOOTBALL 
You will need: @ If you are using a box, @ Draw a halfway line 


You will need: 
Petes eae Get Dalits Pisetle Sear: Large shallow draw a line round the box, —_ across the pitch using a 
cardboard box orlid, — Scm up from the base. Cut —_ruler and felt-tip pen. Draw 


paper, teaspoon. 
yoghurt pot or plastic — around the base to make a_—_— round a saucer to a make a 


He 
q 

J 

q 


Mix the paint with a little water. 


a 


Put a blob of paint on to a cup, sticky tape, tray with 5cm sides. Paint centre circle. A 
sheet of paper with a teaspoon. green paint and _ the base green. This is the if 
Use a straw to blow the paint in 4 __ brush, ruler, felt-tip pitch. 8 Cut the yoghurt pot or j 
different directions. The harder - _ pen, scissors, saucer, (a) (9) 3) plastic cup in half. Tape one 
you blow, the further the paint m 2straws, handful of (2) © _ halfat each end of the 

| will spread. Let it dry, then try _ dried peas. © oe pitch. 


another colour on top. 


Squirrel says 
Spread newspaper 
on the surfaces 
when you are blow 
painting or bubble 
printing. 


How to play 
Put 10 or 12 dried 
peas into the centre 
circle. A player stands 
at each end of the pitch 
and uses a straw to try to blow 
as many peas as possible into 
the opposite goal. When all the 
peas are in goal count them to 
see who is the winner. 


BUBBLE PRINTING © 


You will need: 
Washing-up liquid, powder paints, plastic straws, 
paper, old jam jars or yoghurt pots, newspaper. 


1 to the table. Take 
pick up the stra’ ‘one 


q Mix up 1 tablespoon 
of paint with 2 of water 


3 Place a sheet of paper gently 
over the top of the bubbles. Don’t 
ina jar or yoghurt pot. press down or the bubbles will 
Then stir in 2 tablespoons burst. Take the paper off and leave 
of washing-up liquid. Q Put the straw in your mouth and blow the painting to dry. 

gently into the mixture to make bubbles. Fill 

the container with bubbles until it overflows. 


When the first bubble patch is dry, you can mix 
up other colours and add them to your design, 
like the border on this page, for example. 


FASCINATING FACTS + FASCINATING FACTS + FASCINATING FACTS + FASCINATING FACTS + FA 


WORKING ANIMALS 


Sometimes a pet dog or cat seems to live a 

life of luxury but not every animal has such LUMBERING 
an easy time. In many countries people JUMBO 
make use of animals to help out with jobs. Steered by his 
‘Mahout’ (Elephant 
Dogs are well known workers. But many driver] this Asian 
other animals use their skill, strength or Elephant gets to grips 
brains to make life easier for humans. with a hefty log. These 
‘ animals are gentle 
and very, very strong 
- ideal for doing heavy 
work in the forest. 


WCOCONUT COLLECTOR 
In some countries such as 
Thailand, the people have 
realized that it’s much easier to 
let monkeys do the climbing. 
These Macaques are trained to 
run up the tallest trees to gather 
coconuts and throw them down 
to the ground. 


<BLOOD SUCKERS 

Leeches live by sucking the blood 
of other animals. Doctors once 
used Medicinal leeches to suck 
out blood to clean out infection. 
When modern medicines came 
along, leeches were forgotten. But 
now they’re back in fashion! Doctors 


have found that ieeches are brilliant for 
keeping skin grafts clean, and are useful in 
many other ways. 


CRAFTY > 
MONKEY 

Monkeys are known 
for their cleverness 
and are also very 
skilful with their 
hands. They can be 
trained to help 
disabled people 
around the house in 
all sorts of ways. They 
open doors, fetch and 
carry, and can even 
brush someone's hair. 


> FURRY 
FISHING RODS 
Otters are natural 
fish catchers which 
make them perfect 
partners for 
Pakistani fishermen. 
Otters are trained to 
hunt fish and bring 
them back to the 
boat. In some 
places fishermen 
train birds called 
Cormorants to do 
the same. 


FLIPPER DELIVERY 
Divers have a tough time 
carrying out jobs on oil rigs and 
when working on shipwrecks 
on the sea bed. But whenever 
they need a spanner they can 
depend on some rather unusual 
underwater help. Sea lions 
have been trained to swim 
down to them carrying tools in 
their mouths. 


gaae'G FACTS 


> FOLLOW 

YOUR NOSE 

The truffle is a kind of 
mushroom that grows 
underground. It is 4 
delicious to eat but the 
trouble is it’s very 
difficult to find. Pigs 
have no problem : 
rooting them out though ¥ 
- they just put their 
snouts to work and 
sniff for them. Once a pig 
leads you to where a truffle is 
buried, just dig it up. 


ACLAWS AT WORK 
Tom is a very fine mouser. His job is to catch 
mice and rats around the supermarket yard. 
It's surprising how many places depend on 
cats to keep rats and mice under control. 
Museums, railway stations, big city office 
blocks and even government offices often 
have at least one mouser to help keep them 
rodent free. 
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ATRACTOR OF THE DESERT 
This Dromedary is pulling a plough — 
a job more often done by tractors. In 
hot and dusty lands it may be easier 

for the farmer to keep a camel in 
working condition than a machine. 


Puzzle it out SPZ | al 


WISE OLD BIRD ie 


Owl was feeling very important. She had offered _ That’s why they are pleased to leave them with 
to look after the children of Farthing Wood for an me.” And she fluffed out her chest. 


PROVERBS 

Here are 11 proverbs. 

Can you find them illustrated in 
the picture? 


afternoon and most of the mothers had brought “Now children,” she said, perched on a branch @ The early bird catches the 
their young ones to her door. looking down on them. “You have often heard me worm. 
“Quite right too,” she thought to herself. “They use wise sayings, or proverbs, such as ‘A stitch in @ Don’t count your chickens 
realize that as the cleverest creature in Farthing time saves nine.’ Can you think of any proverbs before they hatch. 
Wood, | have a lot to teach their children. _, to tell me?” ate @ A bird in the hand is worth 
a : ‘ xy gD K | a two in the bush. 
ee . ripe od @ Birds of a feather flock 
XX a together. 
‘ ; >: 2 Y @ Two dogs and one bone will 


never agree. 

@ Don’t put the cart before the 
horse. 

@ Always take the bull by the 
horns. 

@ Still waters run deep. 

Me ’ [B Look before you leap. 

@ Seven shepherds spoil the 

a flock. 


22. @ Beggars can’t be choosers. 
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OWL'S PUZZLE 

Find the objects which 
appear in all three 
columns. Take the first 
letter of each object 
and arrange the letters 
into the name of a 
Farthing Wood animal. 
Do the same with the 
objects that are left. 


Owl’s puzzle was not 
too difficult for the young 
animals that could spell. 

“| have some number 
puzzles for you now, 
children,” said Owl. 

Can you do them? | 


ALL IN A ROW 


cirle, het how ‘ar 
Adder to Weasel? 


FLVING OWL 
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@ Trace Owl's body and wings on to a 
piece of card. (Don't forget the black 
dots. es put out it each shape. 


@ Pierce holes at the black | 
_ dots using the point of a 
__ pair of scissors. 

Colour in Owl. 


HOW MANY? 

Four of the Fieldmice children like cheese. Two of 
them like berries. What is the smallest number of 
children that there could be in the mouse family? 


While the children were working these out, the 
mothers began to arrive. Their young ones were 
very pleased to see them because all this learning 
was tiring and they wanted to play. 

“Thank you, Owl” said Mrs Hare. “It was good of 
you to look after the children — it gave us a 
chance to put our feet up and have a good rest.” 

“Hmph!” said Owl. After all, she was no 
ordinary babysitter. 
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